Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 KHARTO 02021 170847Z 
ACTION PM-04 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 /022 W 

170857Z 109881 /15 

OR 170808Z JUN77 
FM AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 

TO DA WASHDC DAMO-SSA/DAMI-FLT IMMEDIATE 

INFO CDRTRADOC FT MONROE, VA. ATTNG-PRD-SA-S 

CDR USAARMC AND FT KNOX KY/SGS 

CDR USAIC AND FT BENNING GA/VISITORS BUREAU 

CDR 101 ST ABN DIV (AIR ASSLT) AND FT CAMPBELL KY/PROTOCOL 

CDR USAFAC AND FT SILL OK/VISITORS BUREAU 

CDR USASC AND FT GORDON GA/ATZHCS 

SECDEF WASHDC/DSAA 

CDR USAFORSCOM FT MCPHERSON GA/AFOP RC 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GER/ECJ4/7-SARA-T 
DIA WASHDC 
SECSTATE WASHDC 4643 

UNCLAS KHARTOUM 2021 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MASS, SU 

SUBJECT: ORIENTATION TOUR, SUDAN, 004-77 

REF: (A) DA WASHDC/DAMI-FLT MSG 071333Z JUN 77 (NOTAL) 

(B) KHARTOUM 091056Z JUN 77/1920 (NOTAL) 

1 . FOLLOWING IS BIO INFO ON MAJ. GEN OSMAN, ABDULLAHI 
MOHAMAD AND COL TAYEB ISMAIL OBTAINED DURING INTERVIEW 
AT EMBASSY JUNE 16: FYI: SOME DETAILS ARE DIFFERENT 
FROM THOSE PROVIDED IN REF B. END FYI. 

2. MAJ. GEN ABDULLAHI MOHAMAD OSMAN IS BASED AT 

EL OBEID WHERE HE COMMANDS THE WESTERN COMMAND (WHICH 
INCLUDES CENTRAL COMMAND); UNDER RECENT REORGANIZATION 
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THIS NOW BEING REFERRED TO AS FIFTH DIVISION. 

COMMAND ESSENTIALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR DEFENSE OF 
KORDOF AM/DARFUR AREAS. HE WAS BORN IN EL KAWA, 

WHITE NILE PROVINCE 1933. HE IS MUSLIM AND ABSTAINS 
FROM PORK/HAM AND ALCHOLIC BEVERAGES. HE IS MARRIED 
TO AZIZA HAMAD WHO WAS BORN IN 1940 IN OMDURMAN; 

THEY HAVE SEVEN CHILDREN, THREE GIRLS AND FOUR BOYS. 
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HE SPEAKS ENGLISH WELL. 

3. GEN. OSMAN GRADUATED FROM MILITARY ACADEMY HERE 
IN 1953. HE HAS SPENT BULK OF HIS CAREER IN INFANTRY 
SERVING INITIALLY WITH 1ST AND 10TH BRIGADES. HE WAS 
AN INSTRUCTOR AT THE MILITARY COLLEGE IN LATE FIFTIES 
AND THEN SERVED AT ARMY HEADQUARTERS IN STAFF POSITION. 

IN 1966 HE ATTENDED CGSC AT FORT LEAVENWORTH. IN LATE 
SIXTIES/EARLY SEVENTIES HE WAS BASED IN EL OBEID BUT 
SAW ACTION IN SOUTHERN SUDAN DURING CIVIL WAR. HE 
RETURNED TO ARMY HEADQUARTERS IN 1971. GEN. OSMAN 
COMMANDED 10TH BRIGADE AT SUEZ CANAL 1972/73. HE 
BECAME MAJ GEN IN 1975 AND WAS GIVEN HIS PRESENT 
COMMAND IN 1976. HE HAS ATTENDED COMPANY COMMANDER 
AND INTELLIGENCE COURSES IN UK. 

4. COL ISMAIL TAYEB RECENTLY WAS NAMED COMMANDER 
OF UNIFIED TRAINING CENTER AT JEBEL AWLIA. AN INFANTRY 
OFFICER HE WAS PROMOTED TO COLONEL IN 1974. HE AND 
HIS WIFE, TAWADUT TAHIR ALI, WERE BORN RESPECTIVELY IN 
1936 AND 1947 IN OMDURMAN. THEY HAVE THREE CHILDREN. 

HE IS MUSLIM AND ABSTAINS FROM PORK/HAM AND ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES. HIS ENGLISH IS REASONABLY GOOD. 

5. COL TAYEB GRADUATED FROM MILITARY ACADEMY IN 
1959 AND HIS FIRST TWO ASSIGNMENTS WERE TO THE 
NORTHERN COMMAND TO 1963 AND THE WESTERN COMMAND TO 
1967 AT WHICH POINT HE WAS NAMED AS INSTRUCTOR AT 
MILITARY COLLEGE. IN 1971 HE WAS ON ASSIGNMENT AT THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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TRAINING BRANCH AT GENERAL HEADQUARTERS AFTER WHICH HE WAS 
BASED IN GEDAREF WITH THE 13TH BRIGADE. PRIOR TO HIS 
PRESENT ASSIGNMENT HE WAS CHIEF OF AN AIRBORNE BRIGADE. 

HE ATTENDED INFANTRY SCHOOL IN THE UK AND WAS DETAILED 
FOR SIX MONTHS TO SUEZ CANAL. 

BOGOSIAN 
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